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Wet windy and very mild 


With the decline of high pressure to the 
south of the United Kingdom by mid month, 
depressions with associated frontal systems, 
which had mainly affected northern districts, 
moved farther south to dominate the weather 
generally for the rest of the month. The 
influence of intervening ridges of high 
pressure was short lived. 










Weather 


The month was wet, windy and unusually 
mild. Unsettled weather predominated and 
in Scotland it was particularly wet. Snow 

or sleet (Snow mixed with rain or drizzle) 

fell at times, but mostly towards the end 

of the month. Hail showers and a few scat- 
tered thunderstorms occurred and whirl- 
winds and a tornado were reported in the 
Midlands. Sunshine was below average gen- 
erally. 
















Wind 


Winds were frequently fresh or strong and 
blew mostly from directions between south 
and west. Gales, which were severe at times 
on coasts, were often reported, the areas 
most affected being northern and western 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and northern 
and western districts of England and Wales. 
Reports in the Press spoke of shipping 
running aground with some loss of life on 
the 2nd and 6th. On the 19th, a girl was 
reported to have been drowned after a large 
wave swept her into seas whipped up by 
















(West Sussex) a man was drowned when a 
dinghy overturned. On the 22nd, when a gust 
of 96 kt was recorded at the high-level 

station at Snaefell (isle of Man), the Press 
reported a coaster wrecked after going ashore 
in Orkney and another sunk off Lundy in the 
Bristol Channel. On the 25th, widespread 
gales swept across England, Wales and 
southern Scotland and on the 27th, when 
renewed gales affected southern England, 
gusts of at least 77 kt were recorded at 

the Lizard (Cornwall). 

















Temperature 


Monthly mean temperatures were between 

3 and 4 degC higher than average in most. 

of England. in eastern and southern Scotland, 
Northern Ireland, Wales and south-west 
England they ranged from 1 to 3 degC above 
average and in remaining areas were a little 
above average. This was probably the mildest 
January in Scotland generally since 1916 
and in England and Wales as a whole since 
1932. Shrubs and ornamental trees blossomed 
and daffodils in Kew Gardens (Greater 
London) were reported as not having bloomed 
so early for 20 years. On the 15th the 
temperature reached 15.2°C at Stanstead 
Abbotts (Hertfordshire) and a maximum 
temperature of 14.6°C was recorded at 
Dinnet (Grampian Region) on the 4th and at 
Aberdeen/ Dyce Airport on the 5th, the 
highest January temperature measured there 
since at least 1950. 
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Rainfall (including melted snow) 


Monthly rainfall totals were below average 

in eastern Scotland, north-east England 

and the west and north Midlands, that is, 

in areas sheltered by high ground to the 

west. Most other areas had above-average 
rainfall. Central and western Scotland and 
parts of south-eastern England were the 
wettest, with many places having at least 
twice their normal rainfall. This was the 
wettest January in Scotland generally since 
1928 and at Dumfries (Dumfries and Galloway 
Region) since at least 1909. Showers or 
periods of rain, often heavy, occurred fre- 
quently, causing flooding, particularly in 

the latter part of the month, in Wales and 
southern England. Some of the showers were 
of hail and there were a few scattered 
thunderstorms. Among the larger falls rec- 
orded in a ‘rainfall day’ (the 24-hour 

period from 09 GMT on the date stated) were: 
100.0 mm at Camusrory (Highland Region) on 
the 4th, 96.2 mm at Honister House, Borrow- 
dale (Cumbria) on the 21st and 92.0 mm at 
Nant Peris (Gwynedd), also on the 21st. 


Snow 


Falls of snow or sleet (snow mixed with rain 
or drizzle) were negligible during the early 
part of the month, but snow occurred in 
Scotland and occasionally elsewhere, mostly 
on high ground, from the middle of the 
month onwards. Most of the snow fell in the 
last 10 days and the Press reported on the 
23rd that East Kilbride (Strathclyde Region) 
had been cut off by a snowstorm for 5 hours 
on the previous night when all roads into 

the town were blocked by vehicles. On the 
28th snow affected many areas and Buxton 
(Derbyshire) was cut off for about 3 hours. 
Depths were very variable and falls of snow 
were often followed by rapid thaws, but many 
areas, including places in the north of 
England, Wales and the Isle of Man, escaped 
snow. 


Table 1 District values 


Sunshine 


Monthly sunshine totals were below average 
generally, particularly in western Scotland 
and the Borders, where it was the dullest 
January for over 50 years at some places 

and at Eskdalemuir (Dumfries and Galloway 
Region) since records began in 1913. West 
Wales was also well below average. The Isle 
of Man and small sheltered areas in the north 
and west Midlands had average sunshine, as 
did Northern Ireland, where the sunniest 
places were in the east. Shetland, Orkney, 
north and east Scotland, north-east England 
and the coast of North Wales were sunnier 
than normal, a few places approaching 150 
per cent of average. 


Fog 


During the first week fog affected the 

coasts of north-west Scotland, north-east 
and south-west England and South Wales at 
times. There were also scattered occurrences 
of fog on high ground and in heavier pre- 
cipitation throughout the month. Fog formed 
from the Midlands northward on the 18th and 
was particularly dense and also freezing in 
the Glasgow area, where it lasted well into 
the 19th; but the month as a whole was not 
foggy. 


Miscellaneous Phenomena 


On the 12th there were reports of whirlwinds 
causing structural damage at Flintham 
(Nottinghamshire) and at Chipping Warden 
(Northamptonshire), where the whirlwind 

is said to have lasted about 30 seconds 

and appeared to have cut a 23-metre path 
through the village. A tornado was reported 
to have struck the village of Clay Coton 
(Northamptonshire) at 1330 GMT and an 
Elizabethan barn was completely demolished, 
killing a pig and a calf. In Scotland the 

aurora was observed on 14 nights. 



























































air temperature °C aan eee ; pnd 
asd earth |days | ainfall shine 
District Highest | Lowest | max. | min. | mean | temp °C 

Max.* | Min.” | difference from average % of average 
O Scotland N 12.0 -4.0 +1.4 +0.6 +1.0 +0.9 +7 195 84 
1 Scotland E 14.2 -48 +2.5 +1.5 +2.0 +1.5 +5 164 108 
2 England E & NE 13.4 -4.1 +3.5 +2.6 +3.1 +2.2 +1 100 92 
3 East Anglia 14.5 -4.0 +3.7 +3.3 +3.4 +2.7 +4 135 75 
4 Midland Counties 14.0 -1.8 +3.7 +3.3 +3.5 +2.6 +4 122 80 
5 England SE & Central S 14.1 -1.8 +3.3 +3.5 +3.4 +2.7 +6 178 76 
6 Scotland W 12.2 -6.3 +2.2 +2.4 | +23 +1.9 | +10 208 59 
7 England NW & Wales N 12.5 -3.5 +2.7 +3.3 +3.0 +2.4 +9 169 73 
8 England SW & Wales S 13.2 -1.0 +2.5 +2.8 +2.7 +2.2 +6 139 82 
N Ireland 11.9 | -25 +2.0 +2.2 | +2.1 +1.7 +5 141 101 
Scotland 14.2 -6.3 +2.0 +1.5 | +18 +1.4 +7 -189 84 
England & Wales 145 | -41 43.2 | +31 | +32 | +25 +5 141 80 





























*Highest maximum and lowest minimum of District Value Stations. 


Additional to Monthly Parts, each Annual Volume of the Weather Report 


includes an explanatory Introduction and a Summary for the Year. 
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TABLE 2 SOLAR RADIATION AND ILLUMINATION JANUARY — 1975 


OEE ANNUAL SUMMARY . 
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TABLE 3 SUMMARY OF DAILY OBSERVATIONS JANUARY 1975 
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TABLE 6 SUMMARY OF AUTOGRAPHIC RECORDS OF WIND 
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TABLE 6 SUMMARY OF AUTOGRAPHIC RECORDS OF WIND JANUARY 1975 
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Averoges for 1941-70 were brought Into use on t-1- 





1974. Additions or corrections for months prier to this 


To be purchased trom HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE at the following addresses: 49 High Holborn, London WC1V 6HB; 13a Castle Street, Edinburgh EH2 3AR; 
41 The Hayes, Cardiff CF1 1JW; Brazennose Street, Manchester M60 8AS; Southey House, Wine Street, Bristol BS1 2BQ; 258 Broad Street, Birmingham B1 2HE; 

80 Chichester Street, Belfast BT1 4JY; or through booksellers. Monthly Parts Price 30p net. Annual Summary 40p net. Introduction 14p net. Annual Subscription £4.84 
(including postage, Introduction and Summary). Printed in England for HMSO by Watkiss Studios Ltd. Dd 507030 K12 ISBN 0 11 723021 9 








the overoges ‘nm use ot the time. 






















